
Ephesians 1:23 (NLT) 
And the church is his body; it is made full and complete by 

Christ, who fills all things everywhere with himself.  



THE CHURCH WAS DESTINED FOR OPPOSITION

Genesis 3:15 (NLT) —And I will cause hostility between you and the woman, 
and between your offspring and her offspring. He will strike your head, and 
you will strike his heel.” 

Matthew 11:12 (NLT) — And from the time John the Baptist began preaching 
until now, the Kingdom of Heaven has been forcefully advancing, and violent 
people are attacking it. 

Acts 14:21–22 (ESV) — 21 When they had preached the gospel to that city 
and had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to 
Antioch, 22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to 
continue in the faith, and saying that through many tribulations we must 
enter the kingdom of God. 



“JOINING” THE CHURCH JESUS BUILT

Matthew 16:24 (NLT) — Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If any of you wants 
to be my follower, you must give up your own way, take up your cross, and 
follow me. 

Matthew 10:38 (NLT) — If you refuse to take up your cross and follow me, 
you are not worthy of being mine. 

Matthew 7:13–14 (ESV) — 13 “Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide 
and the way is easy that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are 
many. 14 For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and 
those who find it are few. 



BECOMING THE VICTORIOUS CHURCH JESUS BUILT

PAUL’S “FORMULA”   

Philippians 3:13–16 (NLT) — 13 No, dear brothers and sisters, I have not 

achieved it, but I focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking 

forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on to reach the end of the race and 

receive the heavenly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us. 

15 Let all who are spiritually mature agree on these things. If you disagree on 

some point, I believe God will make it plain to you. 16 But we must hold on to 

the progress we have already made. 



BECOMING THE VICTORIOUS CHURCH JESUS BUILT

PAUL’S “FORMULA”  

• #1:   REMEMBER: “YOU’RE NOT THERE YET”  Philippians 3:13– …No, dear brothers 
and sisters, I have not achieved it, 
• WE ARE A WORK IN PROGRESS

• Philippians 1:6 (NLT)  And I am certain that God, who began the good 
work within you, will continue his work until it is finally finished on 
the day when Christ Jesus returns. 

• Philippians 2:16 (NLT) — Hold firmly to the word of life; then, on the 
day of Christ’s return, I will be proud that I did not run the race in vain 
and that my work was not useless.



BECOMING THE VICTORIOUS CHURCH JESUS BUILT

PAUL’S “FORMULA”  

• #2:   FOCUS:  WHERE YOU ARE GOING AND NOT WHERE YOU HAVE BEEN PHIL 3: 13… but I 
focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies 
ahead… 
• FORGETTING THE PAST AND LOOKING AHEAD

• Colossians 1:13 (NLT) — For he has rescued us from the kingdom of 
darkness and transferred us into the Kingdom of his dear Son

• Hebrews 6:1 (NLT) — 1 So let us stop going over the basic teachings about 
Christ again and again. Let us go on instead and become mature in our 
understanding.  

• Hebrews 11:15–16 (TPT) — 15 And if their hearts were still remembering 
what they left behind, they would have found an opportunity to go back. 
16 But they couldn’t turn back for their hearts were fixed on what was far 
greater, that is, the heavenly realm!  



BECOMING THE VICTORIOUS CHURCH JESUS BUILT

PAUL’S “FORMULA”  

• #3:  PRESS ON:  DON’T QUIT Philippians 3:14 (NLT) — I press on to reach the 
end of the race and receive the heavenly prize for which God, through Christ 
Jesus, is calling us. 
• 1 Corinthians 9:24 (TPT) — Isn’t it obvious that all runners on the 

racetrack keep on running to win, but only one receives the victor’s 
prize? Yet each one of you must run the race to be victorious. 

• Philippians 2:16 (NLT) — 16 Hold firmly to the word of life; then, on the 
day of Christ’s return, I will be proud that I did not run the race in vain 
and that my work was not useless. 

EVERY DIFFICULTY IS AN OPPORTUNITY IN DISGUISE



BECOMING THE VICTORIOUS CHURCH JESUS BUILT

PAUL’S “FORMULA”  

• #4:   GROW UP:  ATTITUDE OF THE MATURE BELIEVER PHILIPPIANS 3:15 Let all who 
are spiritually mature agree on these things. 
• Hebrews 5:14 (ESV) — But solid food is for the mature, for those who 

have their powers of discernment trained by constant practice to 
distinguish good from evil. 

• 1 Timothy 4:7 (NLT) — Do not waste time arguing over godless ideas and 
old wives’ tales. Instead, train yourself to be godly. 

• Luke 8:14 (TPT) —The seed that falls into the weeds represents the 
hearts of those who hear the word of God but their growth is quickly 
choked off by their own anxious cares, the riches of this world, and the 
fleeting pleasures of this life. This is why they never become mature and 
fruitful. 



BECOMING THE VICTORIOUS CHURCH JESUS BUILT

PAUL’S “FORMULA”  

• #5: STAND FIRM:  DON’T GO BACKWARDS PHILIPPIANS 3:16 But we must hold on 
to the progress we have already made. 
• 1 Corinthians 16:13 (TPT) — Remember to stay alert and hold firmly to 

all that you believe. Be mighty and full of courage. 
• 2 Thessalonians 2:15 (NLT) — With all these things in mind, dear 

brothers and sisters, stand firm and keep a strong grip on the teaching 
we passed on to you both in person and by letter. 

• Ephesians 6:13 (NLT) — Therefore, put on every piece of God’s armor so 
you will be able to resist the enemy in the time of evil. Then after the 
battle you will still be standing firm. 



BECOMING THE VICTORIOUS CHURCH JESUS BUILT

PAUL’S “FORMULA”  

1. REMEMBER YOU ARE A WORK IN PROGRESS AND HAVE NOT ARRIVED YET

2. FOCUS ON WHERE YOU ARE GOING AND NOT WHERE YOU’VE BEEN

3. PRESS ON!  DON’T QUIT…DON’T LOOSEN YOUR GRIP ON GOD’S WORD

4. GROW UP…IT’S A CHOICE WE MAKE…MAKE EVERY DIFFICULTY AN 
OPPORTUNITY IN DISGUISE FOR GROWTH AND MATURITY

5. STAND FIRM…DON’T BACK UP


